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THE TIMES OF INDIA, BHOPAL | WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 202

Bhopal Metro: RoB linking
to AIIMS nears completion

METRO TO RAISE REVENUE VIA SIGNAGES

Jamal.Ayub@timesgroup.com

Bhopal: Nearly two months
since the much-hyped priority
corridor trial run of the Bho-
pal metro, which wasseenasa
major achievement for the in-
frastructure project leading
up to state elections, the Bho-
pal metro rail is making stri-
des toward completing the
next big highlight of the pro-
ject—the railway-over-bridge
(RoB) that will connect to Al-
IMS Bhopal.

Accordingtosourcesat the
Madhya Pradesh Metro Rail
Corporation Limited
(MPMRCL), steel girders and
other support structures are
now in place. Furthermore,
with passenger travel schedu-
led for mid-2024, automatic fa-
re collection systems and
other related infrastructure
are taking shape too.

It is expected that the gir-
derlaunch of the RoB will take
place in the next four weeks,
with the elevated section on
the side connecting to AIIMS
Bhopal to be completed after
the metrorail tracks are laid.

“First a temporary laun-
ching pad will be constructed
and then a permanent one,”
said an official. The timing of
thelaunch is contingent on In-
dian Railways, as the railway
lineservesasthe primary con-
nection between north and so-
uthbound trains.

The connection to AIIMS
Bhopal will mark the comple-
tionof theoriginal planforthe
priority corridor, spanning
around 6.2 kilometers. This
segment is part of Line 2

Cp el

T T

he MPMRCL has put forward a proposal for the
manufacturing, supply, installation, testing, and
commissioning of signage and graphics for eight elevated
stations (AIIMS to Subhash Nagar) of the orange line in
the Bhopal metro rail project. Additionally, sixteen stations
(Gandhi Nagar to Malviya Nagar Chauraha) of the yellow
line in the Indore metro rail project, including the
Bhopal and Indore metro depots, are also included
in the proposal. The MPMRCL aims to generate
| revenue through the installation of signage.

File photo

METRO SMART CARD TO COST 230

he MPMRCL has called for the design, manufacture, supply,
installation, testing, commissioning, and maintenance of an
open-loop EMV NCMC card and QR code-based automatic fare
collection (AFC) system. The AFC system will be implemented for
both the Bhopal and Indore metro rail projects, with an estimated
cost of Rs 230 crore. The fare for metro travel will be determined
by a committee, and the introduction of the National Common
Mobility Card (NCMC) is likely. The Bhopal Municipal
Corporation (BMC) wholly-owned subsidiary, Bhopal
City Link Limited, has already held consultations for
the introduction of NCMC on city buses.

(orange line) of the Bhopal
metro, and upon completion,
it will extend for about 15 kilo-
meters, linking Karond to Al-
IMS Bhopal.

Meanwhile, following a
well-deserved break during
the festive season, the
MPMRCL workforce is back

on track, with Bhopal metro
construction in full swing.
Earlier in September, a trial
run was undertaken from
Subash Nagar, the metro de-
pot to Rani Kamlapati station,
with the five stations on the ro-
ute receiving their finishing
touches.
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Construction of the metro track at Radlsson Square PIC by Pintu Namdev
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Two new sets of Metro train

OUR STAFF REPORTER
city.bhopa @fpj.co.in

Two new sets of Metro
trains will reach Bhopal in
the month of December.
Already one metro train of
three coaches has arrived
in Bhopal and is undergo-
ing safety-related trials. In
the meantime, metro offi-
cers are working tirelessly
to ensure that the metro
becomes available to peo-
ple of the state capital by
the month of April- June.
As of now, the second
railway line is being laid
down for metro trains. So

ar, a three km railway line
has been laid down. As far
as two new Metro sets are
concerned then they will
arrive from Savli village of
Gujrat.

tom company 1s man-
ufacturing the metro
coaches. The coaches are
2.9 meters wide and 22 me-
ters in length.
A senior officer of the

Bhopal Metro Project told
Free Press “We are ex-
pecting two new sets of
metro trains by
December end. The sets
will arrive from the man-
ufacturing plant of Al-
stom company situated in
Sanvli of Gujrat. The
work of laying down the
second line for the metro
is underway and so far, a
three km railway line has
been laid,”.

He said a team from Re-
search Design and Stan-
dard Organisation (RDSO)
will do the necessary tests.
After this, the Commis-

to reach Bhopal next month

sioner of Railway Safety
will carry out the inspec-
tion of the Metro station
and other things. Permis-
sion to operate Metro
trains will be given after
these multi-layer inspec-
tions.

Sources said the project
work is delayed as labour-
ers have gone home during
Diwali.

In the meantime, the
first set of Metro trains,
which arrived for frial
tests on October 3, is un-
dergoing myriad kinds of
tests after regular inter-
vals of time.
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Well before its official launch, anticipation is running high among Bhopalis for the upcoming metro. At the
mock-up of the Metro train, stationed at Bhopal’s Smart City Park, enthusiastic ‘passengers’ can be observed

eagerly taking selfies on Sunday
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